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I don’t often write in the final newsletter but I don’t think this year can go by without many words of thanks.
As we reach the end of this term and very different year, I hope that this term has gone well for you and your
child as we settle into a new way of learning and living. The children have risen to the challenges of our oneway system, washing hands several times a day, not being together as a whole school and new timings and
routines. Having all the children back in school has been a privilege and enabled the staff to do what we do
best. Thank you Riverview – you have learned so well this term and tried so very hard. You should be proud
of yourselves.
Huge thanks must go to the Riverview Team. Through every change in Government advice, lockdown, reopening for some year groups, re-opening for everyone with a very different school life, the staff have gone
with the changes. I can honestly say that every member of staff has gone above and beyond for the children
at Riverview. From my experience and discussions with other headteachers, this cannot be said for all schools.
Thank you to the Riverview Team. You have made a hard job easier.
This year more than ever, we owe you, parents and carers, our thanks. You put your trust in us, particularly
when there must have been times of real worry for you as there have been for all of us. Your support in
September was so important to ensure that the plans and systems worked. Thank you.
You adapted to the new routines brilliantly, showing total respect for what the school needed to do to be
safe. I’m not sure what the WhatsApp chat was saying but parents made staff feel at ease and safe to do their
jobs. Thank you.
There have been so many emails and messages that you have needed to keep up with and respond to. This
may have been challenging when the news was contradictory and unclear. Thank you.
For those who were confused and disappointed with us, we apologise. Sometimes we get things wrong as
happens in any school or organisation. We continuously learn from our mistakes and hope that this learning
improves things for your child or other children.
Lastly, thank you for learning with us. Google Classroom/ Google Meets/ increased use of ParentMails and
recordings of our nativities. All new learning that you have embraced and gone with.
At a time when it is hard to be together with all our community events that we hold dear, I hope that you
look back on this year and feel that we have worked with you to provide your child with the safest, engaging
education we could. No one knows what 2021 will bring. Whatever it brings, I know that the Riverview
community will remain strong and committed. Thank you for your immense support, words of
encouragement and laughs. It has been a challenging year. Parental support has made the staff and myself
feel immensely grateful and proud to be part of Riverview. Have a safe, peaceful Christmas and new year.
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Achievements this term





Attendance has remained between 92% and 98% for the whole term
Children have settled back into school life really well
Two successful nativities which were shared via Google Classroom
Fund raising – we are always so proud of what we do for others and this is a great achievement
during a pandemic. We are waiting for the final totals for both nativities
Hello Yellow Wellbeing Day
Children in Need
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children
KS1 Nativity for Epsom and Ewell Food Bank
Total so far for the Autumn Term









£140
£267
£184
£36
£627

Every child from Diamonds to Gold Class will receive a book. This book will be used in class from
January. Guidance on how to use the book is on Google Classroom. Mrs Morris (Ronnie and Neve’s
mum) wanted to do something for the children of Riverview. She collected and organised an army of
PTA families to wrap each book! That is nearly 200 books! A fantastic team effort- thank you.
A reviewed curriculum is up and running. This has clear progression in each subject for each year
group
A successful school film was launched on Facebook and our website. In 10 days, there were 2.2K views
on Facebook
We are designing a new website which we hope will be used by parents more and more
Our library bus has been used more and more by the children despite the restrictions that Covid brings
Introduction of our half-termly wellbeing newsletter for parents. We hope that this provides helpful
guidance on how to maintain your child’s wellbeing as well as your own.
Mrs Atkins
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Pearl class have been busy this term from hunting for sticks during
our ‘Outdoor Classroom Day’, to make our very own Stickmen to
help re-tell Julia Donaldson’s book ‘Stickman’ to creating Bear toast
after reading ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. We also had a go at
weighing out ingredients whilst making gingerbread men and then,
of course, our nativity performance ‘It’s a Baby!’

This half-term our topic in
Gold Class has been World
War Two. We began our
topic with an ‘Evacuee Day’
where we dressed up and
experienced what it would
have been like to have been
a child during the war.
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This half-term, Emeralds have been finding out
all about the exciting Invaders – the Anglo
Saxons and the Vikings! We started our learning
by decoding ancient runes to discover buried
artefacts such as an Anglo Saxon helmet and
brooch. We have also discovered more about
how towns and villages in England got their
names and how the Vikings had the resources to
successfully invade our country. In English, we
wrote all about ‘Beowulf’, an ancient legend
revolving around the heroic Beowulf and the
dreaded monster Grendel.

In Diamonds we have been
learning to tell the story of
‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’.
We used the blocks outside
to build a bridge to help with
our story telling!
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This term Silvers have
been learning about
events in history. We
began with Bonfire
night and
Remembrance Day
and ended with the
Nativity. Sadly, we
couldn’t perform to
our friends and family
but we still put on a
great show.

In Opals this term we have been enjoying venturing into
space in science and through our guided reading book
‘Cosmic’ and we modelled the solar system outside to
gain an understanding of just how vast space is. In topic
we have been learning about chocolate and biomes. In
English, we have written stories based on the short film
La Luna followed by learning with writing instructions for
the chocolate truffles we are making with ingredients
from around the world.
In DT, we are making moving toys. We have started
sawing the wood, which the children have been loving
and we hope to get the projects finished this week.
Our computing learning has included learning to use
multimedia applications and we have linked to both our
science and DT learning.
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Our Roman visitor, Paulinus, spent the
morning in Sapphire Class. He was a
Roman soldier who is now a farmer. The
children had the opportunity to ask him
lots of questions about why he was in
Britain and what life was like here, as well
as general information about the
Romans. We played battlefield games
called Rota and Fox and Hounds – we
had to work as a team to hunt the
enemy.
Then we had a go at drawing Paulinus
and labelling the clothes he wore.
Afterwards, we looked closely at different
Roman artefacts before creating pastel
sketches of them.
Science: Ruby Class have been
looking at the Autumn and
Winter season. We have been
on a walk around the school
and noticed the different types
of weather we can experience
during this season.
Art: We have been looking at
portraits. We have been trying
to draw portraits of our faces
using different methods.
RE: We have been looking at the
Bible and exploring the different
books in the Bible. We have
looked at different stories from
the Old Testament. We even
made our own stained glass
window to represent our
favourite story.
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